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In November of last year, Pope Francis called a consistory, a formal meeting of the College of Cardinals called by 
the pope, at which seventeen new cardinals were elevated.  We have all heard of Cardinals and the place they 
have in the Catholic Church - but what is the role of a Cardinal?   
 

The Cardinals of the Catholic Church are the most senior clergymen in the Church below the Pope. Although 
historically they were the local clergy of Rome, today they are Archbishops and Bishops of important dioceses 
from throughout the world, or heads of dicasteries (departments) of the Vatican, or some priests or bishops whom 
the Pope personally wishes to honour. The title of Cardinal is given by the Pope as a personal decision.  
 

Historically the number of cardinals was no more than 70 but this number was increased by Pope Paul VI to be no 
more than 120 cardinal-electors, that is cardinals who can take part in a conclave to elect a new Pope.  When 
cardinals reach the age of 80, they can no longer take part in a conclave so the total number of cardinals can be in 
excess of 120 at any time.  But these rules can be changed by the Pope at any time. 
 
 

Whilst all cardinals have to be priests, and indeed on elevation as a Cardinal anyone not already a 
bishop will be consecrated bishop, except in exceptional circumstances, there are three grades of 
cardinal - cardinal bishops, cardinal priests and cardinal deacons. Generally, the Cardinal Bishops and 
Cardinal Deacons are members of the Roman Curia, heading the departments of the Holy See (often 
referred to as the ‘Vatican’). The Cardinal Priests are mostly the senior Archbishops of the world. On 
appointment. each is given the title of an ancient Diocese in Rome (Cardinal Bishops), a Church in 
Rome (Cardinal Priests) or an area of the city of Rome (Cardinal Deacons). In this way, following a 
decision made in the 11th century, the Pope is elected by principal clergy in the Diocese of Rome. 
 

The senior Cardinal Bishop is the ‘Dean’ of the College who, if under 80 years of age, presides at the 
election of a new Pope, failing which the Sub-Dean will preside. The senior Cardinal Deacon, known as 
the Cardinal Protodeacon, is the Cardinal who announces the newly elected Pope to the world.  
 

The cardinal deacons are the lowest-ranking cardinals. Cardinals elevated to the diaconal order are either lesser 
officials of the Roman Curia or priests elevated after their 80th birthday. One of the best known cardinal deacons 
was Blessed John Henry Newman in the 19th century.  At the most recent consistory, Pope Francis elevated Fr 
Ernest Simone, an elderly Albanian priest who had been persecuted in his own country for many years. 

OUR LADY AND ST FRANCIS PRIMARY SCHOOL - Registration of infant beginners in Primary School 2017/2018 
 

Children who attain the age of 5 years between 1 March 2017 and 28 February 2018 should be registered for 
education during the week commencing Monday, 16 January 2017. Parents who live in the catchment area for Our 
Lady & St. Francis Primary School can enrol their child from 1.30pm until 3pm, every day from Monday 16th 
January until Friday 20th January 2017. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Curia


this week we remember in our prayers  

Those who are sick –  Mary Hart, Aqueel Naseem, Susan Inayat, Julie Fleming, Nan Rooney, Patricia Griffiths, John 

Brady, Teresa Cochrane, Ellen Knowles, Michael Miller, Elenor Giuberelli. Margaret Curran, Michael Gaynor, John 

McKeown, Peter McKenna, Anne McGowan, Bill Daly, Nancy Buggie (Cullen), Ella Kearney, Leodhais MacDonald. 

Those who have recently died –  Mary McLaughlan, Mary McCormack, Patricia Hamilton, Jim Mahon, 

Francis Morton, Charles McCormack, Alex McEwan, Isobel Reynolds, Matthew Baird, Helen Scott, Patrick 

Brown, May McGuire, James McCabe, George Balmer, James Anthony McCarron, Eileen Philips, 

Margaret Devine, Jamie Duncan, Joseph O’Brian, Irene Moran, Annie Hickey, Theresa McCormick, Paul 

McNulty, Cathy Dunn, Mary Margaret Lucas. 

The months’ minds and anniversaries of those we wish to especially remember – Frankie Roy, 

Martin Roy, Paul Todd, Mary Masson, Frankie Black, Alex Brown, Joseph Kane, Catherine Watters, Samuel Goldie, 

Alice Goldie,  Annie Higgins, Hannah Armstrong, Patrick and Helen Napier, Irene Timmons, the Ryan and Moore 

families. 

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE  

To arrange a Baptism or Marriage please 
speak to Fr McGachey or Deacon Jim after 
Mass at the weekend.  At least six months’ 
notice must be given of intention to marry. 

Please remember that if you live outside of 
the boundary of Saint Francis Xavier’s then 
you must ask for these Sacraments in your 
own parish. 

THE XAVIER CENTRE  

 For enquires contact 
07581 239872 or email: 
xaviercentre@gmail.com 

MANY THANKS 

For your contributions to last 
week’s collections. The Parish 
collection totalled £1837 and 
for the Justice and Peace 
collection you contributed 
£650. Your generosity is 
greatly appreciated. 

Memorial of St Agnes of Rome  :  Friday 21st January  

St. Agnes of Rome was born in 291 AD and raised in a Christian family. Agnes was very beautiful and belonged to a 
wealthy family. Her hand in marriage was highly sought after, and she had many high ranking men chasing after her. 
However, Agnes made a promise to God never to stain her purity. Her love for the Lord was great and she hated sin 
even more than death! 
 

Whenever a man wished to marry Agnes, she would always say, "Jesus Christ is my only Spouse." According to legend, 
the young men she turned away became so angry and insulted by her devotion to God and purity that they began to 
submit her name to authorities as a Christian follower. In one incident, Procop, the Governor's son, became very angry 
when she refused him. He tried to win her for his wife with rich gifts and promises, but the beautiful young girl kept 
saying, "I am already promised to the Lord of the Universe. He is more splendid than the sun and 
the stars, and He has said He will never leave me!" 
 

In great anger, Procop accused her of being a Christian and brought her to his father, the 
Governor. The Governor promised Agnes wonderful gifts if she would only deny God, but Agnes 
refused. He tried to change her mind by putting her in chains, but her lovely face shone with joy. 
Next he sent her to a place of sin, but an Angel protected her. At last, she was condemned to 
death. Even the pagans cried to see such a young and beautiful girl going to death. Yet, Agnes 
was as happy as a bride on her wedding day. She did not pay attention to those who begged her 
to save herself. "I would offend my Spouse," she said, "if I were to try to please you. He chose me 
first and He shall have me!"  
 
Another account says that the Prefect Sempronius condemned the young girl to be dragged through the streets 
naked.  At first, Agnes was tied to a stake, but either the wood would not burn or the flames parted away from her. 
This prompted an officer to draw his sword and behead the girl. It is believed that her blood, which poured out to the 
stadium, was soaked up with cloths by Christians.   
 

She died a virgin-martyr at the age of 12 or 13 on 21 January 304. 


