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DOMINICA IN ALBIS DEPONENDIS 
 

Today, the Second Sunday of Easter, is the conclusion of the Easter Octave, that is to 

say, the eight days of solemn celebration of Our Lord’s resurrection from the dead. The 

idea of an ‘octave’ or ‘eight days’ is an interesting one, based on Biblical symbolism: in 

the Bible, seven is a perfect number, but seven plus one represents ultimate perfection, 

God himself. In the present liturgical calendar, there are two octaves, that of Easter and 

the other of Christmas – the two principal feasts of the Christian year. 

 

In former times today was known as ‘Dominica in albis 

deponendis’, that is to say, ‘the day for leaving to the side 

the white robes’. In the early church in Rome, baptisms 

usually happened once a year, on the night before Easter 

Sunday, during the Great Vigil. Those who were baptised, 

usually only adults in those days, would be clothed in a 

white garment, called an alb, like the long white robe which the priest wears underneath 

his chasuble. This alb they wore for eight days to remind themselves that they had been 

clothed with Christ and had taken on a new identity. On the Sunday after Easter they 

would lay to the side these white albs. If you saw the Easter Vigil from St. Peter’s at the 

Vatican last week, you would have seen the clothing of the adults who had been baptised 

in a white cloak-type robe. When infants are baptised today they usually come dressed in 

white, and during the baptismal liturgy are wrapped in a christening shawl. The 

christening shawl conveys the idea of the white robe of the Early Church.  

 

This Sunday was also known as Quasimodo Sunday. The name Quasimodo came from 

the Latin text of the traditional Introit for this day, which begins “Quasi modo geniti 

infantes...” from the First Letter of Saint Peter 2,1 roughly translated as “As newborn 

babes desire the rational milk without guile...”. Literally, quasi modo means “as if in 

[this] manner”. Today is also known as ‘Low Sunday’ the reason for this being that the 

liturgy of the Second Sunday of Easter contrasts with that of the First Sunday as a day 

when a lower level of ceremonial is used. 

 

Finally today is also Divine Mercy Sunday, a feast that was instituted by Pope John Paul II. 

It is a devotion to the merciful love of God and the desire to let that love and mercy flow 

through one's own heart towards those in need of it. The devotion came about thanks to 

the apparitions of Christ received by Saint Mary Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938). Father 

McGachey 
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TODAY - DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY AT CARFIN 
 

Confessions from 12.30pm until 2.10pm 
 

Holy Hour with Benediction 2.15pm-3.15pm,  
and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 3pm 

 
Followed by Holy Mass 
 

 

EASTERTIDE AT SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER’S   
AND THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

 

CHURCH OPENING AND CLOSING TIMES 
The Parish Church opens at 9am each day Monday-Saturday 
On Sundays at 8am. It closes at 4pm unless there is an evening service 
 

SHRINES AND CHAPELS IN THE GROTTO  
Are open from 10.30am until 4pm daily 
 

HOLY MASS TIMES 
Monday-Saturday 10am Holy Mass in the Parish Church 
Monday-Thursday 1pm Holy Mass in the Parish Church 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Monday-Friday 10.30am-3.30pm Eucharistic Adoration in the Parish Church 
 

CONFESSION TIMES 
Monday – Thursday from 1.45pm-2.15pm 
Saturdays 4.15pm-4.45pm 
 

 

WE CONTINUE ON WEDNESDAY  
OUR NOVENA TO OUR LADY UNTIER OF KNOTS – WEEK 7 

with Rosary and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament  
at 7pm in the Parish Church 

 

“In this unfailing novena Our Lady comes to untie the knots of our life.” Pope Francis  
 

 

LOURDES YOUTH GROUP - Father Martin Delaney and Kevin Connelly are running a Race 
Night in the Xavier Centre to raise funds to help take the youth of the Diocese on 
pilgrimage to Lourdes to help support the sick pilgrims from our parishes. The Race Night 
will take place on Saturday 28th April at 7 pm. Tickets are priced at £3 and include a 
snack. Any donations would be greatly received. Tickets are on sale today and next 
Sunday after Mass. Please support this great cause.  
 

 

COLLECTION FOR THE HOLY PLACES ON GOOD FRIDAY – Realised the wonderful amount 
of £2,412.20.  

EASTER COLLECTION - £5,245.19. Sincere thanks and appreciation for your generosity to 
our parish. 

 



THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
 

A number of you have commented on how beautiful the 

Paschal Candle is this year. This 36 inches by 3 inches 

candle came from a suppliers in the United States with 

six matching altar candles. All these candles have a high 

level of bees’ wax, and for that reason they have burned 

so cleanly and well without any of the usual problems.  
 
 

Every year a new Paschal (from the Hebrew Pesach, 

meaning Passover) candle is blessed and lit at the Easter 

Vigil. It sits beside the baptismal font or the pulpit in the 

sanctuary during the fifty days of the Easter Season.  
 

 

As well as the San Damiano Cross at the centre of the 

candle, there are several other symbols which are 

common to all Paschal Candles, and these symbols are 

traced into the candle during the preparatory rites at the 

Easter Vigil: the cross, always the central symbol; 

the Greek letters alpha Ά and omega Ώ (first and last 

letters from the Greek Alphabet) to signify that God is 

the beginning and the end of all things – an idea clearly 

found in the Book of the Apocalypse; the current year 

(not shown in the photo) represents God always present 

among his people; and finally the five grains of incense, 

embedded in the candle – in the case of our candle, 

encased in wax "nails"  to represent the five wounds on 

the body of the crucified Lord. 
 

In the Church of the Middle Ages, Paschal candles were 

huge in size, for example the Paschal Candle in Salisbury 

Cathedral in the south of England, was said to have been 

36 feet tall. When the candles were made, the wax was 

often mixed with incense grains, so that when it burned 

it would release a fragrant smell (the first scented 

candles???) 

During the Vigil the Priest sings: “Accept this candle, a 

solemn offering, the work of bees and of your servants’ 

hands, an evening sacrifice of praise, this gift from your 

most holy Church.”  

At the end of the Easter Season the Paschal Candle is 

placed alongside the baptismal font, and it is used at 

baptisms and funerals. Father McGachey44  



CONTACT US 

CLERGY Rev. Dr. Francis G. McGachey, Parish Priest 

           francismcgachey@gmail.com 

                      Rev. Mr Jim Aitken, Permanent Deacon  

                      vicechancellor@rcdom.org.uk 

ADDRESS Saint Francis Xavier’s Church, Taylor Ave, Carfin ML1 5AJ 

TELEPHONE 01698 263308 

WEBSITE www.carfingrotto.org 

CHILD PROTECTION CO-ORDINATORS  Elizabeth McMahon & Geraldine Battersby 

SCOTTISH CHARITIES NUMBER  SC 011041 

 

 

 
THE SACRAMENTS 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM – Baptisms are celebrated most Sundays of the year, except during 
Lent and on Easter Sunday, at 12.30pm. 
  
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE – At least six months’ notice must be given of intention to 
marry.   
  

Please telephone or email Father McGachey to make an appointment, or speak to Father 
McGachey or Deacon Jim after Mass at the weekend 

 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

SICK – Jacob Canning, Mary Hart, Aqueel Naseem, Susan Inayat, John Brady, Teresa Cochrane, 
Eileen Knowles, Michael Miller, Elenor Giuberelli, Margaret Curran, Michael Gaynor, John 
McKeown, Peter McKenna, Nancy Buggie (Cullen), Ella Kearney, Francey Connelly,  John Cook, 
Matt Lees, Mary Doyle, John Reilly, Gill Dobbie, Father Kamran, Yousaf Inayat, Margaret Feeney, 
Catherine Strain (Watson), James McCluskey, Eva McCluskey, Lorraine Williamson, Mamie 
Entrican, Jimmy Mays, Robert Higgins, Elizabeth Sawyer, Bernard Donnelly. 
 

RECENTLY DEAD – Des Boyle, Edward Agnew, Mrs A Semple, Gemma Young, Neil Moore, May 
Lowe, Jamie Curran, Hannah Nicholson, Jackie McAllister, William Galloway, Angela Irvine, 
Thomas Brennan, Dennis Scullion, David Morton, William Curley, May Fairgrieve, Betty Flynn, 
Mary O’Raw, Ellan Sneddon, Chick Berry, Allan Christopher James Adams, Mary Woods, Helen 
Curry, Silvana Pia, Christopher O’Donnell. 
 

MONTHS MIND, ANNIVERSARIES, AND REMEMBRANCES — Margaret Leonard, Bernard Cullen, 
Margaret Rose Davidson, Eileen Carroll, Joseph Crossan, John Keeney, Rosaleen, Thomas and 
Bernard Mulvey, Margaret Mary Rice, William Kelly, Frank O’Halloran, Willie Brady, Philomena 
McComisky, Agnes McComisky, Douglas Saunders, Margaret Hillis, Patsy Bradley, Bobby O’Brien. 

 

 


