
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

3rd July 2016  14th Sunday in Ordinary Time  -  Year C 

St. Francis Xavier Church 
 

Taylor Avenue, Carfin, Motherwell ML1 5AJ 
 

Tel: 01698 263308 
 

website:   www.carfingrotto.org email:   francismcgachey@gmail.com 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis McGachey     Deacon: Rev. Jim Aitken 

In the Church 
 

Holy Mass 
 

Monday - Saturday 10.00 am  
Monday—Thursday 1.00 pm  
Saturday  5.00pm (Vigil) 
Sunday     9.00 am 11.00 am 
  
Confessions 
 
Tuesday  1.45 -  2.15 pm 
Thursday  1.45 -  2.15 pm 
Saturday  4.15 -  4.45 pm 
 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK IN THE CHURCH AND GROTTO 

 In the Grotto 
 

Exposition in the Glass Chapel 
 

Sunday    12 noon -  4.00 pm 
Monday -  Friday  9.30 am -  8.30 pm 
Saturday   9.30 am -  4.00 pm 
 

Pilgrimage Service in the Glass Chapel 
 

Sunday    3.00 pm 
 

Sung Evening Prayer with Benediction 
 

Monday - Wednesday  8.00 pm 
 

Sung Evening Prayer, Divine Mercy  with Benediction 
 

Friday    8.00 pm 

 

.  MOTHERWELL DIOCESE  -  YOUR LOCAL CHURCH 
 

If anyone was to ask you which church you worship in, you would almost certainly say St Francis Xavier’s in 
Carfin, and that is correct to a point.  But strictly speaking, St Francis Xavier Church is a building and not a 
Church in itself.  As Catholics we could describe how we belong to the Church in several ways.   
 

First of all we are members of the Universal Church which comprises 24 Churches 
throughout the world which are in communion with the Bishop of Rome and recognise him 
as the successor to St Peter.  These Churches, Western, Eastern and Oriental, are of 
apostolic origin and they celebrate the same sacraments and Holy Eucharist though in 
different rites and with different liturgies. The largest by far of these 24 Churches is the 
Roman Catholic Church, which we would  most closely identify with, and we celebrate the 
liturgy and sacraments in the Latin Rite.  
 

But as we read in Acts of the Apostles and in church history, saints like Paul founded 
individual Churches in local areas, which we now call dioceses.  In the Roman Catholic 
Church there are over 3100 dioceses, each one of which is described in Canon Law as a ‘particular’ Church, 
headed over by an archbishop or bishop, each one of whom is considered to be successors to the apostles.  
Therefore, while you may worship in a parish church, your local Church is the Diocese of Motherwell with our 
bishop, Joseph Toal as its leader.  As parishioners in the Diocese, we have a responsibility for the upkeep of 
both our parish and our diocese and to help the Bishop in his duties.  
 

Next year is the 70th anniversary of Motherwell Diocese.  Over the next few weeks we will consider how 
Motherwell Diocese came into being and learn about the five bishops who have served the diocese. 

St Peregrine Novena and Mass will take place on Thursday at 7.00 pm in the Church.  
There will be no Evening Prayer  in the Glass Chapel on Thursday evening. 



Please Remember The Following People In Your Prayers This Week 
 

SICK —  Mary Hart, Cathy Hughes, James Kenny, Peter Greenan, Margaret Mitchell, Aqueel Naseem, Susan Inayat, 
Betty Walsh, Julie Fleming, Nan Rooney, Patricia Griffiths, baby Zion, Robert Green, John Brady, Teresa Cochrane, 
Ellen Knowles, Michael Miller. 
 

RECENTLY DEAD –  William Begley, Helen Callahan, Bernadette McMullen, Stephen Nicholas, William Gray, John 
Devlin, Theresa McKew, Thomas Burke, Rose Leonard, Elizabeth Nisbet, Mag Logan, John McGothigan, Jim Baird, 
George McAuley, Andrew Gaughan, Ellen Ilgunas, Delia Henderson, Paul Convery, Joseph Smith, Ellen Denney, James 
Wilson, Carmen Anderson, William Begley, Marianne Law, Ruth Gormley, Elizabeth McGrath, Mick Drummond, Iris 
McPake, Neil Cleary. 
 

MONTHS MIND, ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCES –  Tress Connelly, Frankie Roy, Martin Roy, Paul 
Todd, Hugh and Ellen Fleming, Sarah Keenan, Hessie Kelman,  Larry and Mary Clancy, Catherine, James and Tracey 
Devine, Joseph Devine, Daniel Carroll, Henry and Bessie Wood. 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION, READERS AND ALTAR SERVERS - during the month of July, if 
you are not on the rota to be on duty at Mass. please check before Mass to see if their services will be required at 
Mass.  
 

ITEMS FOR BULLETIN - should be handed into the Chapel House or emailed to jimaitken@blueyonder.co.uk by 
Wednesday evening. 
 

THE XAVIER CENTRE – For enquires contact 07581 239872 or email: xaviercentre@gmail.com 
 

WELCOME TO FR FERDINAND  Once again we extend a warm welcome to Fr Ferdinand Okoli who will be supplying in 
the parish during July.  Fr Ferdinand was with us last year at this time and he made a great impression on all of us 
with his spirituality and friendliness.  I am sure you will make him welcome during his stay in the parish. 

Saint Elizabeth of Portugal 
 

On Monday, 4th July, we celebrate the feast of St Elizabeth of Portugal. Elizabeth was born in 1271 and was a Spanish 
princess who was given in marriage to King Denis of Portugal at the age of twelve. She was very beautiful and very 
lovable. She was also very devout, and went to Mass every day. Elizabeth was a holy wife, but although her husband 
was fond of her at first, he soon began to cause her great suffering. Though a good ruler, he did not imitate his wife's 
love of prayer and other virtues. In fact, his sins of impurity gave great scandal to the people.  
Later, to make matters worse, the King believed a lie told about Elizabeth and one of her pages by another page, who 

was jealous of his companion. In great anger the King ordered the one he believed guilty, to be sent to a 
lime-burner. The lime-burner was commanded to throw into his furnace the first page who came. The 
good page set out obediently, not knowing death was waiting for him. On his way he stopped for Mass, 
since he had the habit of going daily. The first Mass had begun, so he stayed for a second one. In the 
meantime, the King sent the wicked page to the lime-burner to find out if the other had been killed. And 
so it was this page who was thrown into the furnace! When the King learned what had happened, he 
realised that God had saved the good page, punished the liar, and proven Queen Elizabeth to be 

innocent.  
This amazing event helped greatly to make the King live better. He apologised to his wife in front of everyone and 
began to have a great respect for her. In his last sickness, she never left his side, except for Mass, until he died a holy 
death. St. Elizabeth lived for eleven more years, doing even greater charity and penance. She was a wonderful model 
of kindness toward the poor and a successful peacemaker between members of her own family and between nations. 
She died on 4 April 1336.  She was beatified in 1526 and canonised by Pope Urban VIII on 25 May 1625. 
 

Other feasts this week:    

Tuesday - St Antony Mary Zaccaria, Priest          Thursday - St Maria Goretti 

DEACON JOHN PAUL McSHANE 
 

Deacon John Paul  wishes to thank all parishioners for their good wishes, cards, gifts and prayers on the occasion of 
his diaconal ordination and for the support he has received during his time in seminary.  He asks that you continue to 
remember him in your prayers.  Photographs of his ordination are available on the parish website 
www.carfingrotto.org.uk or the diocesan website www.rcdom.org.uk. 

Weekly Collection 26th June £1783           Kiltegan Fathers Appeal £2230 

Many thanks for your generosity to the Parish and the special collection 
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