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SEVENTEEN NEW CARDINALS 
 

Last Sunday Pope Francis named seventeen new cardinals, thirteen of whom are under 
eighty and thus eligible to vote in any conclave to elect his successor.  They are: 
Archbishop Zenari, Vatican ambassador to Syria; Archbishop Nzapalainga, Central African 
Republic; Archbishop Osoro of Spain; Archbishop da Rocha of Brasil; Archbishop Cupich of 
USA; Archbishop D’Rozario of Bangladesh; Archbishop Cardozo of Venezuela; Archbishop De 
Kesel of Belgium; Archbishop Piat of Mauritius; Archbishop Farrell, outgoing archbishop of 
Dallas and new prefect of the Vatican dicastry for laity, family and life; Archbishop Retes 
of Mexico; Archbishop Ribat of Papua New Guinea and Archbishop Tobin of USA. 
 
He also named four Cardinals who are over eighty and thus ineligible to vote in a conclave: 
Archbishop Emeritus Soter of Malaysia; Archbishop Emeritus Corti of Italy; Bishop Emeritus 
Koto of Lesotho and Fr Ernest Simoni, a priest from Albania - who was imprisoned and 
tortured for twenty-eight years. 
 

For Albania’s tiny Catholic Church, this final nomination 
has been a deeply symbolic gesture acknowledging the 
suffering of Catholic clergy during the reign of Stalinist 
dictator Enver Hoxha, who banned religion in 1967. 
 
When Pope Francis visited Albania in 2014, he was brought 
to tears by a priest’s description of the two decades of 
imprisonment, torture and forced labour he suffered under 

Albania’s brutal communist rulers for refusing to renounce his Catholic faith. Fr. Simoni 
told his story during a meeting with priests and seminarians at the cathedral in the capital 
city Tirana. He recalled how he was arrested after celebrating Christmas Midnight Mass in 
1963 and then placed in isolation. He told of being condemned to death, but how the 
sanction was commuted to twenty-eight years of forced labour. During his incarceration, 
he became the spiritual guide to many other prisoners, who then came to his defence 
when he was again sentenced to death in 1973 after a revolt - he was spared because of 
their testimony. Simoni was freed in 1981 but had to continue preaching clandestinely until 
the communist regime fell in 1990.  
 
As Fr Simoni recounted his ordeal, Pope Francis became visibly moved, at one point welling 
up with tears. When he finished, Fr Simoni knelt before the Pope. They embraced for 
nearly a minute to the applause of the priests and nuns in the audience (see picture). 
“Today I touched martyrs” Pope Francis said of the experience. 
 
Fr Simoni will be elevated to cardinalate two weeks after the Vatican honours thirty-eight 
of his confreres who were persecuted or executed under Hoxha’s regime. The beatification 
ceremony is scheduled for November 5 in Shkoder, Albania, where the first public Mass was 
held after the fall of communism. Father McGachey 



My thanks to all those who came out last Sunday evening to take part in the Torchlight 
Procession to mark the end of the Grotto Season 2016. God blessed us again with a dry, calm 
night. A short film of the procession and liturgy in the church can be seen on the website 
www.carfingrotto.org. 
 

I would like to record my sincere appreciation for the great help given once again by the team 
who looked after the practical arrangements for the liturgy, on what was a very busy day apart 
from the evening devotions. A special thanks to the 11am choir, and Derek Burns the organist, 
and to the brilliant group of servers who came out to take part. 
 

It has been an incredibly busy year, especially since August with so many funerals and so many 
events and visits. I know how very tired I feel just now, but I hope to get back to visiting the 
sick and the school more regularly as of next week. I am sure that we all look forward to a 
quieter time during the next few months until the beginning of the new Grotto Season in 
February 2017. 
 

EXPOSTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT – Moves to the parish church as of Monday, from the 
10.30am until 3.30pm. The 1pm Mass and confessions will continue until the end of Advent in 
December. All the Shrines in the Grotto close today, Sunday, for the 2016 Season. 
 

NO EVENING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION TONIGHT – this will recommence next week at 6pm. 
 

 

NOVENA TO OUR LADY UNTIER OF KNOTS 
with Rosary and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament  

on Wednesday at 7pm in the Parish Church  
 

“In this unfailing novena Our Lady comes to untie the knots of our life.” Pope Francis 
 

Petition sheets are available at the back of the church. Petition box at the altar of Our Lady 
Untier of Knots. Last week’s attendance was truly wonderful – around 300 people. 
 

 

NEXT SUNDAY – is the World Day of Prayer for the Missions.  We shall be praying 
for the missionary efforts of the Church in which so many priests, sisters and lay 
people are engaged, often in very difficult circumstances.  A second collection 
will be taken up to help finance the work of spreading the Faith.  Please give 
generously as you always do. 

 
 

MARGARET SINCLAIR – THE UNTOLD STORY – EWTN, the Catholic Television Network, sky 
channel 589, will be broadcasting the story of the Scottish extern sister of the Poor Clares, the 
Venerable Margaret Sinclair, who devoted her young life to prayer and promoting love for the 
Eucharist, beginning on Thursday 27th October at 9am. It will be repeated over the following 
week at various times. For more information see: ewtn.com/schedules. 
 

THE PHOENIX CHOIR – Will be presenting a Gala Concert ‘A Festival of Autumn Song’ at Saint 
Francis Xavier’s on Friday 25th November at 7.30pm, in aid of the National Shrine of Our Lady 
of Lourdes, Carfin. Tickets are £8 and £6 concession, and are available from the Church on 
Sundays after each Mass or from the Pilgrimage Centre. They gave a wonderful concert two 
years’ ago. I hope that you will support this event. 
 

 

THE STATUES IN THE CHURCH – All the statues in the Church have been renovated this past 
week, not only around the base of each image (in some cases with new lettering), but also 
with gold leaf on most of the ‘gold’ coloured parts, without leaving too garish a finish. There 
are a few bits and pieces that have still to be touched up including the crucifixes held by the 
Little Flower and Saint Francis Xavier. We will have to think about replacing the stands for 
each of the statues with something new and sturdier very soon. Perhaps if you would like to 
donate one such stand in member of a loved one or in memory of a family, who perhaps had a 



particular devotion to a saint, then please speak to me. The cost of each new stand is around 
£350. We can affix a plaque showing who the new stand has been given in memory of. 
 

Next month the statue of Our Lady of Lourdes in the Glass Chapel will be renovated. 
Additionally the scenes from Our Lady’s life in the Bethlehem Cave are being repainted just 
now because neither time nor the elements have been very kind to them. We will also be 
installing spotlights above each of them in the Cave. All this work should be completed by 15th 
November. The Cave will re-open in time for Christmas.  
 
LADIES’ NIGHT – There will be a Ladies’ Night for Deacon John Paul McShane in Xavier Centre 
on Friday 28th October. It will include tea, prize bingo, raffles, bar and the chance to chat with 
friends. Tickets cost £4 each and will be on sale at the back of the church after each Mass this 
weekend and for the next few weekends. We would gratefully receive any prizes for the bingo 
and raffles. Please support this night for Deacon John Paul. 
  
CALENDAR - Monday is the memorial of St. Ignatius Bishop of Antioch, a disciple of the 
apostles, who was condemned to be killed by wild animals in the Roman amphitheatre. On his 
journey in chains to Rome he wrote seven letters to various churches, which provide us with a 
picture of the Christian Church of his time. On Tuesday we have the feast of St. Luke, author 
of a Gospel and of the Acts of the Apostles that is its sequel.  On Wednesday we have the 
opportunity of celebrating the memory of St. Paul of the Cross, founder of the Passionist 
order, well-known to us from St. Mungo’s Church in Glasgow. Thursday we remember the 
Martyrs of North America Sts. Issac Jogues and John de Brébeuf, priests and their 
companions. They were Jesuit missionaries who died martyrs in Upstate New York.  
 

 

FROM THE LEGION OF MARY - As every October the Legion of Mary are offering to visit 
families with the Fatima Statue.  The statue would then be left with you for a week as a focus 
for your family prayer and any special intentions you may have.  Many parishioners who have 
taken up this opportunity have reported receiving special graces during the time they hosted 
the statue of Our Lady of Fatima in their homes.  If you would like the Legion of Mary to visit 
you with the statue, please contact Bernadette Moore on 01698 290419 or on 07504401551. 
 

  
HALLOWEEN NIGHT – SATURDAY 29th October 7-11.30 pm - Tickets now on sale priced £3 
each. You can purchase them from the Xavier Centre on Monday from 7-7.30pm or by 
contacting Clare McCormick 07827975272 or Michelle Bradley 07828581045. 
 

SCHEDULE 
 

SUNDAYS 
 

 8am the Parish Church opens 
 9am  and 11am Holy Mass 

 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 

 

 9am the Parish Church opens 
 9.35am the Rosary 
 10am Holy Mass 
 10.30am Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament in the Parish Church 
 1pm Holy Mass in the Parish Church 
 5pm Holy Mass (Saturdays) 
 The Glass Chapel and other Shrines 

close for 2016 today, Sunday. 

 

CONFESSIONS 
 

 Monday-Thursday 1.45pm-2.15pm 
 Saturday after 10am Mass 
 4.15pm-4.45pm Saturdays 

 

 

The Saint Peregrine Mass is on the First 
Thursday of each month at 7pm. 
 

First Saturday Devotions and Mass in honour of 
Our Lady of Fatima 10am. 
 

Novena to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal 
Tuesdays after 10am Mass. 
 

The Carfin Novena to Our Lady of Lourdes and 
St. Therese, Thursdays after 10am Mass. 
 

Novena to Saint Therese, Wednesdays after 1pm 
Mass with veneration of the relic.



CONTACT US 

CLERGY Rev. Dr. Francis G. McGachey, Parish Priest 

           francismcgachey@gmail.com 

                      Rev. Mr Jim Aitken, Permanent Deacon  

                      vicechancellor@rcdom.org.uk 

ADDRESS Saint Francis Xavier’s Church, Taylor Ave, Carfin ML1 5AJ 

TELEPHONE 01698 263308 

WEBSITE www.carfingrotto.org 

CHILD PROTECTION CO-ORDINATORS  Elizabeth McMahon & Geraldine Battersby 

SCOTTISH CHARITIES NUMBER  SC 011041 

 
 
 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM – Baptisms are celebrated most Sundays of the year, 
except during Lent and on Easter Sunday, at 12.30pm. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE – At least six months’ notice must be given of intention to marry. 

  
Please telephone or email Father McGachey to make an appointment, or speak to 

Father McGachey or Deacon Jim after Mass at the weekend. 
 
 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING People IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
 
SICK —  Mary Hart, Aqueel Naseem, Susan Inayat, Betty Walsh, Julie Fleming, Nan Rooney, 
Patricia Griffiths, John Brady, Teresa Cochrane, Ellen Knowles, Michael Miller, Elenor Giuberelli, 
Margaret Curran, Michael Gaynor, John McKeown, Peter McKenna, Anne McGowan, Evelyn Boyle.  
  

RECENTLY DEAD – Jean Millar (Reception Monday 7pm; Funeral Tuesday 10am), Bishop John 
Mone, Eugene Murphy, Baby Lilly Hughes, Hannah Craig, Anne Hughes, Eleanor Quigley, Brian 
Givens, Scott Tierney, Betty O’Neill, Delia Conway, Margaret Kiernan, David Cunningham, John 
Curley, Mary Russell, Robert Miller, John McGowan, Margaret Wighton, Betty O’Reilly, Sadie 
Slavin, Betty McCrory, Frank Galvin, Kathleen Hughes, Gerry Coll, John McMonagle, Lorraine 
Lennon, Mary Russell, Tommy Hughes, Rose Gallagher, Frank Murray, Andy Watt. 
 

MONTHS MIND, ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCES –  Mary McBride, Eugene 
Murphy, Andy and Theresa Carr, Michael Lynn, John Giblin, Hugh Dunn, Patrick Dunn, Michael 
Hughes, Mark McKelvie, Bridget McKenna, James Cassidy, Patrick Reynolds, Father Jim Murray, 
James Collins, Frances Collins, James O’Donnell, Amelia O’Donnell, James Naughton, Patrick 
Naughton, Winifred Naughton, Trevor Horton, Alex Graham, James and Elizabeth Hattie, Joseph 
Bradley. 

  
 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS FOR SUNDAY 9TH OCTOBER - £1874  
SINCERE THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO THE UPKEEP OF YOUR PARISH 

 

 

 


