
 

St Francis Xavier Church 
Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time Year A  -  16th July 2017 
Taylor Avenue       

Carfin ML1 5AJ       Parish Clergy: 

t: 01698 263308       Fr Francis McGachey 

w: www.carfingrotto.org     Deacon Jim Aitken 

e: francismcgachey@gmail.com 

 

       Mass Times 

Monday—Friday  10.00 am 

Monday—Thursday   1.00 pm 

Saturday   10.00 am   5.00 pm 

Sunday     9.00 am    11.00 am 

 

 

Confessions 

Tuesday 1.45—2.15 pm 

Thursday 1.45—2.15 pm 

Saturday 4.15 - 4.45 pm 

this week we remember in our prayers 

Those who are sick –  Jacob Canning, Mary Hart, Aqueel Naseem, Susan Inayat, John Brady, Teresa Cochrane, 
Ellen Knowles, Michael Miller, Elenor Giuberelli, Margaret Curran, Michael Gaynor, John McKeown, Peter 
McKenna, Nancy Buggie (Cullen), Ella Kearney, James Hughes, Tom Ahearn, Francey Connelly, Daniel Hughes, 
Jennifer Cunningham, John Cook, Ann Dunbar, Matt Lees. 

Those who have recently died –  Thomas McFarlane, Bridget Reilly, Jimmy Farrell, Frank O’Halloran, Joseph 
McFadden, Kathleen Keegan, Maurizio Puricelli, Frank Farley, Ian McNeill, Cathie Shields, James Laughlin, Jimmy 
Hughes, Cyril Murphy, Joseph Grant, James McGuire, Bridget Reilly, Mr O’Hara, Bill Crow, James McGonnell, 
John McStay, James Hughes, Joe Grant, Catherine Shields, John McGonnel, Gerry Pacitti, Eileen McGeechan, 
Margaret Cunningham. Gerald Donaldson, Bill Stevenson, Catherine Shields, James McGuire. 

The months’ minds and anniversaries of those we wish to especially remember –  Eddie McMahon, Margaret 
Hillis, Bill Perkins, Julie Perkins, Cathie Duffy, James Duffy, Emily and Jim McKay, Karreen and Katrina Stewart, 
Jim Robb, Bridget Donnelly, Joe Fletcher, Charles Cullen Jnr., Margaret and Hugh Cullen, Charles and Kate Cullen, 
the Cassidy family. 

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE  

To arrange a Baptism or Marriage please 
speak to Fr McGachey or Deacon Jim 
after Mass at the weekend.  At least six 
months’ notice must be given of 
intention to marry. Please remember 
that if you live outside of the boundary of Saint 

Francis Xavier’s then you must ask for 
these Sacraments in your own parish. 

THE XAVIER CENTRE  

 For enquires contact 
07581 239872 or email: 
xaviercentre@gmail.com 

PARISH COLLECTION 

Thank you for your contributions to last week’s 
collection. The Parish collection totalled £1457. 

 

EVENING PRAYER 
 

Monday  8.00 pm 
 

Tuesday  8.00 pm 
 

Wednesday 8.00 pm 

 
MARIAN DEVOTIONS 

 

 Sunday  6.00 pm 



 

 

In the twentieth century the Church had a succession of memorable Popes, some of whom we are fairly well 
acquainted of.  However, some of the Popes we will be less familiar with and, over the next few weeks, we will 
examine the lives of contributions of these lesser known Popes of the twentieth century.  This week, we look at the 
life and papacy of - 

Pope Pius XI  (1857—1939) 

Ambrogio Damiano Achille Ratti, who became Pius XI, was born at Desio near Milan, Italy, on May 31, 1857. Ordained 
a priest in 1879, and having already acquired a name as a brilliant scholar, he devoted most of the subsequent 43 
years to work as a Church librarian. Already known to Benedict XV as a man of exceptional qualities, he was selected 
by Benedict for diplomatic service and sent as apostolic visitor in 1918 to Poland. The following year he became 
apostolic nuncio in Poland. He returned to Italy in 1921 and became cardinal archbishop of Milan. He was elected 
pope on Feb. 6, 1922. 

The first crisis facing Pius XI concerned the newly born Fascist movement led by Benito Mussolini. At the heart of 
Vatican policy as formed by the preceding three popes, there lay a fundamental principle of Church political policy 
and, in addition, an urgent desire to solve the "Roman question." The principle dictated that the Church should always 
have and seek the protection of a secular arm to protect it from attack, to grant it special immunity and privileges, and 
to channel its teachings. The Roman question concerned the status of the Vatican as a temporal power. When the 
Italian nationalist movement of 1870 deprived the papacy of its territorial possessions, the succeeding popes refused 
to acquiesce in the act. They refused to leave the Vatican even for short visits. He supported the Fascist regime with 
certain qualifications, and in 1929 the government of Mussolini signed the Lateran Treaty with the Vatican. According 
to this, the Vatican recognised the kingdom of Italy and, in return, was recognized as a fully sovereign state. As such, 
the Vatican was granted a small but clearly indicated portion of Rome (the Vatican State) together with other holdings 
throughout the city and elsewhere in Italy. Most importantly, the neutrality of the Vatican was 
guaranteed for all future military conflicts. A concordat was also signed, between the regime 
and the Vatican, which regulated the position of the Church in Italy. It provided for Church 
marriages, compulsory religious instruction in schools, and the exclusive position of 
Catholicism as the state religion of Italy. 

Pius set out from the beginning of his reign to establish the Church on the international scene 
by increasing the number of diplomatic missions abroad, thus taking advantage of the desire 
of many governments for collaboration with the Vatican as a moral force in international 
politics. In pursuance of Vatican policy and with an innate fear of Soviet Marxism, Pius sided 
with Franco's cause during the Spanish Civil War. It was a policy which Pius XII, his successor, 
was to pursue with unfavourable results during World War II. From 1933 to 1936, Pius wrote several protests against 
the Nazi regime, while his attitude to Mussolini's Italy changed dramatically in 1938, after Nazi racial policies were 
adopted in Italy. Pius XI watched the rising tide of totalitarianism with alarm and delivered three papal encyclicals 
challenging the new fascist creeds In the last months of his life, Pius XI saw the gathering clouds of World War II. 
Although he used every resource of the Vatican, he was unable to prevent the final union of wills between Hitler and 
Mussolini.  

He died on 10 February 1939 in the Apostolic Palace and is buried in the Papal Grotto of Saint Peter's Basilica. 

He would canonise 27 saints during his pontificate, most notably St Therese of Lisieux (1923); St Peter Canisius 
(1925); St John Vianney (1925); St Robert Bellarmine (1930); St Bernadette Soubirous (1933); St John Bosco (1934); 
St Thomas More (1935); and St John Fisher (1935). 

One of his most famous quotes was —  Holy Communion is the shortest and safest way to Heaven. There are others: 
innocence, but that is for little children; penance, but we are afraid of it; generous endurance of trials of life, but 
when they come we weep and ask to be free from them. The surest, easiest, shortest way is the Eucharist. 

FEASTS THIS WEEK 

Thursday - St Apollinaris  He was a bishop and martyr who was the first bishoip of Ravenna in Italy, in the 
1st/2nd century. He was tortured and martyred for the faith. 

Friday - St Lawrence of Brindisi  He was a Capuchin priest and Doctor of the Church (1559-1619) who preached 
the Counter-Reformation. He led German armies against the Turks in Hungary and secured peace for Naples. 

Saturday - St Mary Magdalene  She stood at the Cross of Jesus and, with the other two women, discovered the 
empty tomb. She was the first person to meet the risen Jesus and passed the news of the Resurrection to the 
apostles.  As such, she is known as ‘the apostle to the apostles’. Whilst often identified with the woman who 
anointed Jesus’ feet or with Mary of Bethany, there is no scriptural justification for either opinion.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostolic_Palace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter%27s_Basilica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucharist

