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Mass Times 

Monday to Friday 10.00 am 

Saturday     5.00 pm (Vigil Mass) 

Sunday     9.00 am 11.00 am 

 

Confessions 

Saturday 4.15 - 4.45 pm 

No Confessions on Thursday 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  -  YEAR C 

THIS WEEKEND’S READINGS 
First Reading— the Prophet Isaiah 
 

In line with the theme of the Gospel, Isaiah considers that the relationship between  
the people of Israel and the Lord is akin to that of a bridegroom and his bride. The 
readings consists of songs celebrating the return from exile. The subject of the 
present song is the restored city of Jerusalem. God is now rejoicing over the city as 
a bridegroom rejoices over his bride. 

Second Reading—First Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
 

Paul reflects that the different gifts and talents each of us have come from the one 
Spirit.  He speaks against some among the Corinthians who thought that the gifts 
existed for their personal own glory rather than for the service of the community 
and that some gifts were greater than others. No gift should be exalted above 
another. 

Gospel of John 

In John’s Gospel, he does not speak of miracles but of ‘signs’ that Jesus produces to 
show forth his divinity and messianic mission to the Jewish people.  The Marriage 
at Cana is the first of these signs.  Jesus is at first reluctant to help out when the wine runs out but Mary his 
Mother persuades him to do so. Why does Jesus give in? Perhaps maternal pressure was too difficult to 
evade. Even in his adulthood, his mother’s wish may have been Jesus’ command.  This story offers us a 
beautiful insight into Jesus and the respect that sons would give to their mothers. 

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE  

To arrange a Baptism or Marriage please speak to Fr 
McGachey or Deacon Jim after Mass at the weekend.  At 
least six months’ notice must be given of intention 

to marry. Please remember that if you 
live outside of the boundary of Saint 
Francis Xavier’s then you must ask for 
these Sacraments in your own parish. 

MANY THANKS 

The Parish collection last week totalled 
£1530.  The Justice and Peace collection 
raised £875. Your generosity is, as always, 
greatly appreciated. 

THE XAVIER CENTRE  

For enquiries, phone 07581 239872 or email: 
xaviercentre@gmail.com 

When the head-waiter 

tasted the water that had 

become wine, he said … 

you have kept the good 

wine until now. 



this week we remember in our prayers 

We continue to pray for those in our parish and  families who are ill, in hospital, care homes or at home. 
 

Those who have recently died –  John McAlorum, John Hinds, Geraldine Kerr, Hugh Brady, John Reilly, 
David Cusack, Ellen O’Hare, Alexander Pratt, James Welsh, Catherine Keatings, Annie Keeley, James Delaney, Mary 
Kellaway, Edith Divers, Cathie Graham, Johnny Moreland, Anthony Brophy, Mary Sarah Cearney, Owen Brady, 
William Brannan, Joe Docherty, Janet McCluskey, Patricia Mack, Ronnie Jack, Margaret Duffy, Anne 
Hunter, Thomas Ellis, Freya Jean Hunter, Jim McGuigan, Margaret Frew, John McGowan, Geordie 
Findlay, Sister Mary Bernard, Beibhinn Hegarty Devine, Joseph Rea, Mary Kelly, Shaun Buchanan, 
Carmen McKeever, Alexander Combe, Maryanne Lacey, Jackie McAlorum, Scott Ferguson, Edward 
Hattie, Anthony Arcari, John Reilly, Hugh Brady, Rose Hegarty, Margaret Rose Dugniri, Phyllis Byrne, 
James Breslin, Bill Farr, Louis Mae, Martin Gibney, May Keys, Mary Lynagh, Jean Malley, Mr Farr, Phil 
Sharky, Rina Creckham, Joseph Rae. 
 

The months’ minds and anniversaries of those we wish to especially remember –    
Deceased members of the Love and Frame families, Peter Dean, John McAvoy, Alex Brown, George O’Donnell, the 
Devlin family, Fiona Sinclair, Rose Cullen (Connelly), Alicia Gallacher, Mary McMorrow, Peggy Campbell, James Currie, 
Margaret Mary Mays, Annie Higgins, Lawrence Brown, the Brown family, Pat Smith. 

GIN IN CARFIN in the Xavier 
Centre on Saturday 2nd 
February. Music by Stevie 
Donaghan.  For further 
information, contact Mick 
McCormick on 07827975271.   

Courage Apostolate for Catholics with Same Sex Attraction 
Motherwell Diocese  has set up a Courage Chapter of pastoral ministry for those in 
our Diocesan community with same sex attraction, who are looking to live faithfully 
their Catholic faith. Courage is an international apostolate with over 100 Chapters 
worldwide and endorsed by the Holy See. It aims to help members find peace 
through fellowship, prayer, the Sacraments, and an appreciation of the Church’s 
teaching on chastity. It extends the Church’s invitation to mature in Christ, seeking 
his grace and peace. 

For information or advice please email in confidence our Diocesan priest chaplain at 
Courage@rcdom.org.uk. 

Have you a vocation to the priesthood? 
Motherwell Diocese has been blessed in the last 
three years by a surge in priestly ordinations—
with five men ordained in 2017 and a further 
four to be ordained in June and July this year.  
In addition there are another 4 candidates in 

formation and seminary. 
Fr Brian Lamb, the Diocesan 
Vocations’ Director, asks that 
anyone thinking about the 
priesthood to make contact with 
him at St Joseph’s Parish, Blantyre 

- 01698 823896. In order to be ready to be 
accepted for next year’s Propaedeutic Period 
those considering the call to priesthood need to 
make themselves known now. We can all pray 
that there will be a positive response and that 
we will continue to be blessed with Vocations to 
the Priesthood. 

Tuesday 22nd - St Vincent, Deacon and Martyr 
St Vincent was a deacon in Zaragoza in Spain who was martyred 
in 304 during the Diocletion persecution. He is honoured as the 
first martyr of Spain. 
 

Thursday 24th - St Frances de Sales 
St Frances lived from 1567 to 1622 and was Bishop of Geneva and 
founded the Visitation Sisters.. He worked with gentleness and 
love to rebuild the Catholic faith after the Reformation. He is the 
patron saint of writers and journalists. He is a Doctor of the 
Church. 
 

Friday 25th - the Conversation of St Paul the Apostle 
Today we celebrate the realisation by Paul on his journey to 
Damascus that Jesus was the fulfilment of the Old Testament 
prophecies. 
 

Saturday 26th - St Timothy and St Titus 
Timothy and Titus were disciples and colleagues of St Paul, to 
whom he wrote letters or epistles which are part of the Canon of 
the New Testament. 

FEASTS THIS WEEK 
Monday 21st - St Agnes 

St. Agnes of Rome was born in 291 AD and raised in a Christian family. Agnes was very beautiful and 
belonged to a wealthy family. Her hand in marriage was highly sought after, and she had many high ranking 
men chasing after her. However, Agnes made a promise to God never to stain her purity. Her love for the 
Lord was great and she hated sin even more than death!  She died a virgin martyr at the age of 12 in 304. 

mailto:Courage@rcdom.org.uk

